
1. Population 17 Years or Younger

1990 2000 2010* 2020*

Total population 9,809 9,932 9,661 9,600
  Percent 17 or younger 26.8 26.3 21.5 21.3

Population 17 or younger 2,629 2,615 2,079 2,049
  0 to 4 years 674 596 562 566
  5 to 9 years 757 724 551 576
  10 to 14 years 791 789 554 568
  15 to 17 years 407 506 412 339

Minority^ Population 17 or younger n/a 68 34 56
  0 to 4 years n/a 13 10 20
  5 to 9 years n/a 23 16 20
  10 to 14 years n/a 21 2 10
  15 to 17 years n/a 11 6 6

Female Population 17 or younger 1,310 1,313 1,032 1,026
  0 to 4 years 337 305 277 278
  5 to 9 years 385 355 276 290
  10 to 14 years 390 378 280 284
  15 to 17 years 198 275 199 174

Male Population 17 or younger 1,319 1,302 1,047 1,023
  0 to 4 years 337 291 285 288
  5 to 9 years 372 369 275 286
  10 to 14 years 401 411 274 284
  15 to 17 years 209 231 213 165
^ Minority includes all persons except white non-Hispanics.
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Summary File 1,   *Projections by Woods & Poole Economics, Inc., 2004
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The population 17 years of age or younger in Howard County in 2000 was 
2,615, a decrease of 0.5 percent since 1990.  According to projections, the 
youth population will decline to 2,049 by 2020.

 In Howard County, youth accounted for 26.3 percent of the total 
population in 2000 compared to 25.1 percent statewide.  Minority youth in 
the county numbered 68 in 2000 and are projected to decrease to 56 by 
2020.
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7.  Eligibility for Free or Reduced-Price School Meals

Howard County State Howard County State Howard County State

2000-01 335 93,823 210 37,754 26.9 26.7

2001-02 288 93,062 196 36,492 24.6 26.7

2002-03 329 100,544 212 36,870 28.1 28.5

2003-04 333 107,324 201 36,907 27.6 30.0
Source:  Iowa Department of Education

9. Confirmed Cases of Child Abuse and Neglect

State
1999 29 9,588
2000 32 10,821
2001 45 12,793
2002 30 12,292
2003 46 14,936

Source:  Iowa Department of Human Services

State
n % %

Total Own Children in Families 
  Under 6 years: 715
     Living with 2 parents 583
       Both parents in labor force 452 77.5 69.2
     Living with father only 64
         Father in labor force 61 95.3 88.8
     Living with mother only 68
         Mother in labor force 52 76.5 71.4
Source:  Census 2000, SF3, US Bureau of the Census

Howard County

Safety Profile
While the majority of the 2,533 children under 18 years 
of age in Howard County in 2000 resided in a two-
parent family, 16.3 percent lived in a family headed by a 
single parent.

Family Living Profile
The number of confirmed cases of child abuse or 
neglect in Howard County in 2003 was 46, an 
increase of 17 since 1999.

Howard County

In Howard County, 79.0 percent of children under 6 
living in a family or subfamily had all parents in the labor 
force compared to 71.4 percent statewide.  All parents 
includes both parents in a married-couple family and 
the parent in a male- or female-headed family.

In 2003, Howard County reported 3,400 Group A  and 
734 Group B arrests per 100,000 juveniles compared 
to rates of 2,003 and 1,180, respectively, for the 
state. 

Source and further details available @  
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/documents_repository/DPS/2003/iacrim
e/iacrime.htm

Profile of Child Well-Being

Number Eligible for Free 
Meals

Number Eligible for Reduced-
Price Meals

Percentage Eligible for Free or 
Reduced Price Meals

Married-
couple 
families

83%

Male 
householder 

families
5%

Female 
householder 

families
12%

8. Employment Status of Parents with Young Children, 2000

Source:  Census 2000, SF1, US Bureau of the Census

Children by Family Type, 2000

Juvenile arrests are reported in 2 groups, Group A 
offenses include such crimes as murder, rape, 
burglary and drug violations while Group B offenses 
include curfew, drunkenness and runaways.


