
1. Population 17 Years or Younger

1990 2000 2010* 2020*

Total population 22,429 25,308 28,090 30,986
  Percent 17 or younger 27.7 27.4 21.9 21.1

Population 17 or younger 6,219 6,924 6,161 6,540
  0 to 4 years 1,652 1,638 1,645 1,868
  5 to 9 years 1,811 2,003 1,618 1,855
  10 to 14 years 1,814 2,079 1,697 1,789
  15 to 17 years 942 1,204 1,201 1,028

Minority^ Population 17 or younger n/a 181 135 171
  0 to 4 years n/a 57 41 44
  5 to 9 years n/a 57 30 36
  10 to 14 years n/a 40 36 50
  15 to 17 years n/a 27 28 41

Female Population 17 or younger 2,988 3,267 3,227 3,653
  0 to 4 years 787 733 806 913
  5 to 9 years 878 947 805 914
  10 to 14 years 891 1,001 802 914
  15 to 17 years 432 586 814 912

Male Population 17 or younger 3,231 3,657 3,316 3,808
  0 to 4 years 865 905 839 955
  5 to 9 years 933 1,056 836 955
  10 to 14 years 923 1,078 831 951
  15 to 17 years 510 618 810 947
^ Minority includes all persons except white non-Hispanics.
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Summary File 1,   *Projections by Woods & Poole Economics, Inc., 2005

         

Benton County

Population Profile

 Profile of           
Child Well-Being in 

Benton County

The population 17 years of age or younger in Benton County in 2000 was 
6,924, an increase of 11.3 percent since 1990.  According to projections, 
the youth population will decline to 6,540 by 2020.

 In Benton County, youth accounted for 27.4 percent of the total population 
in 2000 compared to 25.1 percent statewide.  Minority youth in the county 
numbered 181 in 2000 and are projected to decrease to 171 by 2020.

Data and support for this profile 
provided by:
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7.  Eligibility for Free or Reduced-Price School Meals

Benton County State Benton County State Benton County State

2001-02 590 93,062 251 36,492 20.1 26.7

2002-03 655 100,544 249 36,870 22.1 28.5

2003-04 721 107,324 251 36,907 24.0 30.0

2004-05 771 111,390 266 37,369 25.5 31.1
Source:  Iowa Department of Education

9. Confirmed Cases of Child Abuse and Neglect

State
2000 103 10,821
2001 114 12,793
2002 114 12,292
2003 136 14,936
2004 150 14,499

Source:  Iowa Department of Human Services

8.  Employment Status of Parents with Young Children, 2000

State
n % %

Total Own Children in Families 
  Under 6 years: 1,966
     Living with 2 parents 1,640
       Both parents in labor force 1,262 77.0 69.2
     Living with father only 113
         Father in labor force 107 94.7 88.8
     Living with mother only 213
         Mother in labor force 141 66.2 75.9
Source:  Census 2000, SF3, US Bureau of the Census

Profile of Child Well-Being

Number Eligible for Free 
Meals

Number Eligible for Reduced-
Price Meals

Percentage Eligible for Free 
or Reduced Price Meals

Benton County

Safety Profile
While the majority of the 6,564 children under 18 years 
of age in Benton County in 2000 resided in a two-
parent family, 16.5 percent lived in a family headed by 
a single parent.

Family Living Profile
The number of confirmed cases of child abuse or 
neglect in Benton County in 2004 was 150, an 
increase of 47 since 2000.

Benton County

In Benton County, 76.8 percent of children under 6 
living in a family or subfamily had all parents in the 
labor force compared to 71.4 percent statewide.  All 
parents includes both parents in a married-couple 
family and the parent in a male- or female-headed 
family.

In 2004, Benton County reported 186 Group A  and 
974 Group B arrests per 100,000 juveniles compared 
to rates of 1,687 and 1,199, respectively, for the 
state. 

Source and further details available @  
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/documents_repository/
DPS/2004/iacrime/iacrime.htm

Married-
couple 
families

83%Male 
householder 

families
5%

Female 
householder 

families
12%

Source:  Census 2000, SF1, US Bureau of the Census

Children by Family Type, 2000

Juvenile arrests are reported in 2 groups, Group A 
offenses include such crimes as murder, rape, 
burglary and drug violations while Group B offenses 
include curfew, drunkenness and runaways.


